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amperdown is a township of about 3,500
people, located approximately 200 km
southwest of Victoria’s state capital,
Melbourne, on the Princes Highway (A1). The
town was established in the early 1800s within a
landscape created by turbulent volcanic activity
some 10,000 years ago, with volcanic peaks and
two crater lakes.
As well as its stunning geographic environment,
Camperdown has managed to retain most of
its original streetscapes, preserving much of
the character of a town dating back to the mid
nineteenth century.

All of the images in this book were photographed
within a one-month period, conforming to the
obligations of the annual Solo Photo Book Month
(SoFoBoMo) event, with publication online
in Acrobat (pdf) format. As such I see it as a
starting point. If such a book were to proceed
to print publication, I would propose a different
selection of images and expanded text. The
present text in the book is based on free tourist
information supplied to the public by the local
branch of Rotary International, who are also
responsible for the running of the town’s monthly
market.

Camperdown
as seen from
the summit of
Mount Leura.

A Brief History

T

he Manifold brothers – Peter, John
and Thomas – arrived from England in
1831 to settle and establish farming in
Australia. They imported one of the first lots of
sheep to be brought into the country, landed at
Port Henry, near Geelong, in 1836. After settling
briefly near Geelong, they set out west in search
of larger pastures, selecting 100,000 acres on the
northern shore of Lake Purrumbete.
Others soon followed and a township quickly
grew, originally named Timboon and sited two
miles north of its present location. Timboon is
from the aboriginal word for the mussel shells
prevalent in the area. Duncan McNicol opened
the first store in the town in a crude slab hut built
from canvas nailed to a timber frame.

The Government Surveyor, Robert Scott,
declared the original town site to be unsuitably
marshy, recommending the present site at the
foot of the distinctly conical extinct volcano,
Mount Leura, to be a much more desirable
choice: ‘There are miles of fertile plains, hills and
valleys surrounding the mount – all suitable for
development.’
Camperdown was named in 1854 by Governor
Charles Latrobe after Lord Viscount Adam
Duncan, the Scottish naval hero and Earl of
Camperdown.
Development in Camperdown was rapid. The
first was built in 1853 by David Fenton on
the corner of Leura and Manifold Sreets. He
purchased the block of land for £31 and sold it 15

2
years later for £355, an indication of the town’s
rapidly rising land values. The first public house
in the town, the Commercial Hotel, was built on
the site.
New public buildings appeared along the main
strip of Manifold Street, including the Leura
Hotel, the Court House, a police station, a
school and stores. Postal services commenced in
1854, the Post Office being constructed in 1863,
remaining much the same today. On 2nd June
1878 the sailing ship Loch Ard was wrecked on the
infamously treacherous coast near Port Campbell

Lake Bullen Merri.
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to the south, with the loss of all but two lives. The
first messages about the disaster were telegraphed
from Camperdown to the outside world.
The settling Manifold family contributed much
to the development of the town, supporting
community projects such as the road to the
summit of Mount Leura, the public hospital and
school improvements. But the most visible of
their contributions was the imposing clock tower,
constructed in 1897 from a bequeath by Thomas
Manifold, who was killed two years earlier in a
hunting accident.
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The Landscape

C

amperdown lies at the foot of Mount
Leura and Mount Sugarloaf, both
distinctly conical extinct volcanoes. The
two peaks are actually part of a much larger
formation known as the Leura Maar. A maar is
essentially a very large crater containing smaller
eruption sites within its rim. There are more
than 30 maars between Colac and Warrnambool.
Nearby Lake Purrumbete, where original settler
Manifold established a homestead, is another
example of a maar.
The Leura Maar is about 2.5 km long and 1.7
km wide, with depth of up to 30 metres. The
maar was probably formed in just a few months,
resulting from a series of explosions about 22,000
years ago. This is relatively young in geological
terms. The two distinctive peaks appeared as a

result of lava escaping in explosive bursts from
vents in the maar floor.
Mount Sugarloaf and Mount Leura largely
consist of deposits of scoria resulting from
eruptions within the Maar, which has
unfortunately led to much scarring from
quarrying activities. The other distinctive
outcome of all this volcanic activity in the area
is the abundance of volcanic rock thrown across
the landscape, which had to be cleared from the
land before farming could commence. The logical
outcome was for landowners to pile the rocks
into dry walls throughout their properties rather
than more conventional timber or wire fences and
these walls, which largely survive to this day, are
now a distinctive feature of Victoria’s Western
District landscape.
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Lake Bullen
Merri
One of the two distinctly
crater-shaped lakes
located just to the west
of the township, Lake
Bullen Merri is open to
the public for boating
and fishing. Adjacent
and smaller Lake Gnotuk
is less accessible.
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The road around
Lake Bullen Merri
passes through private
property and the
owner’s rights should
be considered. It is
interrupted regularly
with these cattle grid
and its narrowness
obliges drivers to be
cautious of oncoming
vehicles or livestock.
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Lakeside vegetation,
Lake Bullen Merri.
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Mount Leura, in
the background
opposite, dominates
the landscape around
Camperdown,
with views of the
surrounding farmland.
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Mount Leura: The path to the summit, opposite,
and the distinctive outline of Mount Elephant.

13

14

CAMPERDOWN

Lake Purrumbete with Mount Porndon in the background, as seen from Mount Leura.
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Mount Sugarloaf as seen from Mount Leura, with the township of Camperdown in the background.
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The Leura Oval
Nestling at the foot of Mount Leura, the Leura Oval was completed in 1875, and is the scene of
matches in the Hampden Football League.
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The Show
Grounds
Camperdown’s
Show Grounds were
established in 1881.
Every country town
has its Show Grounds,
hosting all manner
of community events
including an annual
show of local produce
and livestock and the
occasional passing
circus.

The Show Grounds are embellished by a
backdrop of Mount Leura and Mount Sugarloaf’s
distinctive cone (above), and evidence of other
points of eruption.
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The clock’s movement, with lots of cables and
pulleys still in full working order.

The Clock
Tower

The clock tower is open to the public on the
first Sunday of each month between 9 a.m. and
3 p.m., courtesy of Rotary.

Camperdown’s most
prominent man-made
landmark, the handsome
gothic clock tower, was
constructed by Michael
O’Connor in 1897.
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The Clock Tower was built using a legacy of
£1,000 bequeathed by Thomas Manifold, John
Manifold’s third son, who was killed in a hunting
accident in 1895. Local architect, Michael
McCabe was appointed by the Council to prepare
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plans. The tower is 103 feet high to the tip of its
flagpole. The flat bed turret mechanism was built
in England at a cost of £438. The clock is wound
by a hand-operated crank by Council staff once a
week.
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James Chester
Manifold, the fourth
son of Camperdown’s
original settler,
John Manifold, is
honoured in this statue
in Manifold Street.
A pastoralist and
philanthropist, during
his brief political
career, he was the first
member elected for
the Federal seat of
Corangamite.

The Empire Boer
War Memorial,
Manfold Street.
Designed by E.
Carpenter and
completed in 1902
by builder Wooles
& Carpenter. The
statue honours
two Camperdown
soldiers, Private
Arthur Jones,
who was killed
at Kroonstadt on
24 October 1900,
and Trooper John
Laurence, who died
at Schurreberg
Stoek on 23 August
1901.
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Camperdown’s
Avenue of Elms,
a credit to the
forefathers of the
town. These splendid
old trees are now
systematically being
replaced with new
seedlings.
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The view from the Clock Tower ... looking east, with Mount Leura and Mount Sugarloaf in the
background, the Leura Hotel in the foreground.
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Looking west down Manifold Street (A1), with the Rotary monthly market in progress, the
bluestone Post Office building to the right .
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The Court House
The present building was erected in 1886 by
builder W. Moore and designed in the Medieval
Gothic Revival style by Public Works Architect
G. Austin, replacing an earlier structure

constructed in 1858. Noted for its unusal
polychromatic brickwork, it ceased being a court
house in 1990, and now operates as a café as well
as housing the Tourist Information Centre.
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The Post Office
This charming bluestone building was sonstructed in
1863, and remains much the same today.
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On 2nd June 1878
a messenger came
from Port Campbell
with the news that
the Loch Ard had
come to grief on
the coast, with the
loss of all but two
persons. The news
was telegraphed to
the outside world
from this post office.
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The Mechanics
Institute Hall
Built in 1870 by Richard
Pimblett from a design by
John Young, with some
modifications made in 1890.
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The Railway Station
The Railway Station opened in 1883. The first
train was welcomed by the Shire President
Duncan Walker. The townsfolk enjoyed a public
holiday and banquet to honour the occasion.

Camperdown is on the Melbourne–Warrnambool
line and today there are three passenger trains
daily in each direction as well as freight services.
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Camperdown Railway
Station.
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Hotels
Washing day at the pub.

The Old Leura Hotel was the first Public House in Camperdown, built in 1857, with extensions
constructed in 1902.
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Old Leura Hotel facade details ...

CAMPERDOWN

A PORTRAIT OF A TOWN

… and all the entertainment you could hope for!
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The Commercial
Hotel in Manifold
Street. Site of
Camperdown’s
first residence. The
hotel was built in
1907, with various
extensions added over
the years.
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The Hampden Hotel, Manifold Street. The present brick pub was built in 1910, replacing a timber
building which had been operating since 1868. The building was designed by Michael McCabe, who
was also the architect of the Clock Tower.
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Manifold Street facades
The Princes Highway (A1) runs through Camperdown, taking the name of the town’s founder as it
passes through. Many of the original buildings remain mostly unmodernized, reflecting a range of
architectural styles from the mid nineteenth century.
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Masonic Lodge Hall
Some businesses are less successful than others!

The original Leura Lodge No. 50 was built on
this site in 1868 under the guidance of John
Young. It shared its function with the Shire of

Hampden offices between 1869 and 1885. The
present building was built by Turner and Frewell,
has seen many community functions.
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Manifold Street.
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Manifold Street. Armstrong’s building, above, was built in 1915.
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Time for a chat ... or maybe just out looking for a bargain. Manifold Street.
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The Newsagency.
One of the hubs of
community contact
in every town, and
amongst other things,
purveyors of news and
lottery tickets.

Mural at Camperdown College.
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Manifold Street.
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The Theatre Royal.

63

64

The State Bank Building at 194 Manifold Street, dating back to 1905.
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Manifold Street.
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Manifold Street.
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The Public Library, Manifold Street.
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Churches
St Paul’s Anglican Church. Church Street. Established in 1864 with support from the community and
the Manifold family.

72

CAMPERDOWN

The Uniting Church, Leura Street, built in 1860 and altered in 1901.

Opposite: The Presbyterian Church, Brooke Street. Originally built the Methodist church in 1904,
foundation problems initiated the building of the present brick building in 1912.
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Camperdown’s market is operated by
Rotary volunteers on the first Sunday of
each month, with a variety of stalls offering
craft, produce and plants.
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The Cemetery
Although a cemetery had been started on the site as early as 1858, after several proposals had been
considered, the plans drawn up in 1894 by H. Bacot finally became the accepted blueprint for
Camperdown’s Cemetery. In addition to the usual collection of town dignitaries, the cemetery also
contains the grave of aboriginal chief Wombeetch Puyuun, with a ‘grand memorial’ designed by
Clement Nash to honour the great Chief and his people.
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The Manifold
Family plot. The
unpretentious
tombstones of the
original settling family
look out across the
rest of the town’s
deceased in a quiet
understatement of
power.
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Soldiers of the
cross.
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Every tombstone
in every cemetery
everywhere has a
story to tell.
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Home of Camperdown’s Clock Tower architect, Michael McCabe, built in 1902, Campbell Street.
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Postscript
All the images in this book
were photographed on
18, 22 and 24 June and 4
and 6 July of 2010. They
were shot with a Panasonic
Lumix DMC-L10 camera
with either a
Leica 14–150mm or
Olympus Zuiko 7–14mm
lens, in RAW format.
They were subsequently
processed in Adobe
Photoshop CS4. The pages
were laid out in Adobe
Indesign CS4, using Cochin
as a typeface. Final output
in Acrobat Professional.
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